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The Acumen Wines Mountainside Red Wine 2013, Napa Valley, feels 
indeed as if it had been hewn from granite outcroppings, and in fact the 
grapes derive from organically farmed vineyards in Atlas Peak. The wine is a 
blend of 74 percent cabernet sauvignon, 14 percent malbec and 12 percent 
merlot that aged 18 months in French oak, 72 percent new barrels. The color 
is dark ruby with a glowing purple rim; notes of black currants, black cherries 
and blueberries are imbued with elements of graphite, iodine and iron that 
after a few minutes in the glass emit hints of rosemary, cedar and celery seed 
and an intense aroma of wood smoke. Steep gritty tannins and profound 
granitic minerality make for an experience that feels as if you’re drinking 
architecture, and these qualities inform the austere finish. Still, you sense the 
balance here, the shifting tectonic plates of structure gradually transforming 
itself to something equitable. A refreshing 13.3 percent alcohol. Try 2018 or 
’19 through 2029-’33. Production was 1,200 cases. Winemaker was the well-
known Steve Matthiasson. Excellent potential. About $45. 

	


